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ALLA Legal Research Workshops What’s been happening

Over a few months, June to September, 
the ALLA CPD team is putting on four legal 
research workshops at Notre Dame University. 
The sessions are: Australian law and the legal 
system, Taking the mystery out of case law 
research, Getting your Act together: finding 
and researching Australian legislation and 
Beyond Google: reliable resources. 

Session one, Australian law and the legal 
system, was presented by Kylie Coventry 
from the Public Interest Advocacy Centre Ltd 
(PIAC). For someone who has been working 
in the legal sector for less than a year and 
who unashamedly admits to having very little 
understanding of Australian politics, this was 
a complete eye opener. 

Through my work, I’ve been slowly building 
my knowledge about the legislative process, 

but having the concepts and background 
explained has really helped to put everything 
in its place. Even though it was a huge topic 
to cover in one afternoon, Kylie somehow 
managed to fit everything in and have it all 
make sense at the same time. The Australian 
legal system edition of the Hot Topics series 
(vol 79) that we were given has come in quite 
handy since the training as well.

Session two, Taking the mystery out of case 
law research, was broken down into two 
parts. The first part, presented by Phil Mullins 
from Middletons, covered the history of case 
law, the Court hierarchy, case law report series 
and an explanation of the jargon used. The 
second part, presented by Melanie Elron from 
the Federal Court, was all about how to find 
cases. Melanie’s part also included practice 
exercises which saw us searching for cases 

in CaseBase and FirstPoint and analysing the 
citator entries for discrepancies.

Having both attended and run a few case law 
research sessions myself, I didn’t learn quite 
as much as I did in session one but it was very 
reassuring to see that I’m on the right track. 
And the few little gems I did pick up – the 
difference between a citator and a digest for 
instance – made it more than worthwhile.

Not only have the sessions really helped me 
understand what I’ve been doing at work, and 
why, they’ve also been a great way to meet 
other people in the profession. I’m looking 
forward to the next two sessions.

Laura Manchester
Research Librarian
Sparke Helmore Lawyers

AGM. It’s that time again. The NSW AGM 
is coming up in August. Closely followed 
by the National AGM to be held at the 
Conference in Brisbane. Time has really 
flown by quickly, it seems not so long ago 
I was renominating as President, and also 
that I attended last year’s conference in 
Canberra and voted on the National Model. I 
briefly want to mention the National model, 
because there will be some slight changes 
to the way the committee will operate next 
year as the model is to phase in from July. 
As you are all aware, mostly things will be 
the same, there will be some tweaking to 
the roles of the local division’s regarding 
Treasurer and Website coordinator. 

This is a great opportunity for me to make 
mention of a few of the roles that you might 
see yourself taking on as a professional 
development opportunity for the next 12 
months. If you are interested in a creative 
role with design pathways, you might like 
to think about the web site coordinator 
position, a fun role is the event coordinator, 

you get to map out the venues for the yearly 
events and plan the cocktail party or if 
you see yourself keen on detail, you might 
consider the secretary position and be 
responsible for recording each meeting and 
getting close and personal with the rules of 
the association. 

On that note, I am advising that I won’t 
be renominating this year as President. I 
am leaving having gained an enormous 
amount both professionally in terms of 
skills and experience but also personally. 
I have worked with two collaborative 
committees and I have met a huge spectrum 
of law librarian’s and learnt about your 
experiences and vision’s. There has been 
great energy from members with well 
supported attendance at events, and 
contribution to feedback about how the 
committee is tracking with providing PD 
events. I am taking this final editorial to 
invite members to think about joining the 
committee, to take on a leadership role to 
continue to provide on point professional 

development to members.I will finish 
with extending my gracious thanks to the 
committee, the journey has been a pleasure 
and fulfilling. 

I look forward to seeing the incoming 
committee continue to shape the progress 
of the association.

Kind regards

Cindy Martin
ALLA NSW President

A message from the president



  www.alla.asn.au  |  Australian Law Librarians’ Association (NSW Division)   |   2

There were five short, snappy presentations:

Vanessa Morris, the new Timebase CEO, 
outlined some of the future plans for 
Timebase. Long term plans include making 
point-in-time legislation available for 
every jurisdiction, increasing the amount 
of ‘related materials’ available (again, in 
every jurisdiction), providing more flexible 
subscription options, and allowing users 
to annotate legislation within their own 
organisation. 

Katherine Sumbak from TressCox spoke about 
the implementation of Koha, a free open-
source library management system.  They 
needed to move from DB TextWorks and a 
card-based borrowing system, but did not 
have a large budget for the project.  Koha has 
all the features you would expect in a library 
management system, including an OPAC with 
web 2.0 functionality, circulation, cataloguing, 
serials, acquisitions, patron management and 
z39.50, but it is free.   TressCox’s LMS is hosted 
by Prosentient Systems for a nominal fee, 
which also means the IT department doesn’t 
have to deal with it, which has made her very 
popular indeed!

Vanessa Blackmore, Debbie Bennett, Holger 
Aman and Natalie Lambert from Library 
Services at the NSW Department of Attorney 

General & Justice gave a presentation about 
the cadetship program at the Law Courts 
Library, which targets people  under the age 
of 25 . Vanessa gave a profile of the workforce 
and the need for succession planning in the 
organisation (more than 50% of staff are over 
50). Debbie spoke about managing Gen Y -   
they like to be challenged, they keep us all on 
our toes and they are a breath of fresh air. And 
Holger and Natalie charmed everyone with 
their passion and enthusiasm for their new 
careers.  

Fiona Burton & Maureen Kattau, Macquarie 
University. In the new Macquarie University 
Library approximately 80% of the print 
collection is stored in a closed access system 
called the Automated Retrieval Collection 
(popularly known as the ARC).  The books are 
arranged purely by size and are retrieved by 
robots. One client has tried to race the robots, 
by heading to the library as soon as the book 
request has been lodged, but the robots have 
won every time and he has never had to wait 
for a book. There was some concern about the 
loss of serendipitous browsing, but this has 
been overcome with a ‘virtual shelf’ feature on 
the library catalogue.  Now when you look up 
an item in the catalogue, you will see a little 
shelf at the bottom of the screen which shows 
all the items (print and electronic) that would 

be ‘next to’ that item if it were on a physical 
shelf. 

Colin Fong, who teaches legal research at 
UNSW and UWS, provoked a lively discussion 
by asking why people often found legal 
research training to be boring and then 
suggested a range of strategies for making 
training sessions more interesting. Bills with 
unusual titles can be used to get a class 
to think about the difference between a 
government bill and a private member’s bill 
and the likelihood of them being passed - 
particularly relevant with a hung Parliament. 
He also suggested YouTube videos, examples 
where misspellings garner a significant 
number of results,  and crosswords (good for 
looking at synonyms). My favourite was when 
he referred to a Law Reform Commission 
report  being like the Ark of the Covenant and 
had a slide of the poster from Indiana Jones 
and the Raiders of the Lost Ark...

The Tax Institute was a wonderful venue, 
and the evening timeslot allowed some 
time for everyone to relax and catch up with 
colleagues over a glass of wine. 

Larissa Reid,  
Law Courts Library

’10 x 10: ten slides in ten minutes’  18 July 2012,  Tax Institute What’s been happening

What’s coming up: professional development events

Trivia Night 
Thursday 9th August, 2012 
Venue University Co-operative Bookshop,  Shop 2, 153 Phillip Street, 
Sydney, NSW 2000

An exciting night of trivia and Law Pictionary! Starring Quizmasters 
James and Cindy, and Megan McPheat, the new branch manager at 
Co-op Bookshop Sydney.

BYO:  Decorations in the theme colour green. The best decorated 
table wins a prize!
Prizes from Lexis, CCH, Thomson and the Co-op Book Shop
Quiz will begin at 6pm.

LEGAL RESEARCH series

Getting your Act together: Australian legislation research 
Thursday 16th August 2012, 2.30pm - 5.00pm 
Venue : Notre Dame University Sydney, St Benedict’s Library
Presented by Ben Laing and Helen Cluff, Freehills

Part 1 - Beyond Google, reliable resources 
Thursday 6th September 2012, 2.30pm - 5.00pm 

Part 2 – Panel: Working & Thriving in a law library 
Thursday 6th September 2012, 2.30pm - 5.00pm

Venue : Notre Dame University Sydney, St Benedict’s Library
Presented by Karen Rowe-Nurse, University of Notre Dame

Annual General Meeting
Thursday 30th August, 2012, 12.30 - 2.00pm
Venue : NSW Bar Association Common Room
Selborne Chambers, 174 Phillip St, Sydney, NSW 2000

E-books seminar
Tuesday 18th September, 2012, 12.30 - 2.00pm
Venue to be confirmed and speakers to be coerced
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New member profiles

Amy Chan 
Position:  Librarian, Collection & Services

Place of Employment: Federal Court of 
Australia  

What is your most marked 
characteristic? 

Fast talking (probably too fast for someone...)

What is your principal defect?

Vertically challenged (stepstool and ladder 
not helping when trying to reach shelves 
near ceiling!)

Holger Aman 
Position:  Reference Librarian

Place of Employment: Law Courts Library  

What is your most marked 
characteristic? 

My big hair and love of legal research. 

What is your principal defect?

My short stature and impatience with (what I 
perceive as) the mundane. 

Susan Fripp 
Position:  Reference Librarian

Place of Employment: Maddocks

What is your most marked 
characteristic?

I’m calm under pressure.

What is your principal defect?

I’d like to be able to help everybody.

Welcome to new members

Viki Bell
Bellinform Research

Richard Hunter
Development Manager, AustLII Foundation

Isobel Wilks
Library Technician, ASIC

Alison McFadyen
Librarian ASIC

Harriett Kerr-Dodd
Current Awareness Co-ordinator, Freehills

Sylvia Yee
Information Specialist, Clayton Utz

Andrea Mathews
Information Specialist, Clayton Utz
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Cindy Martin

State President 

Freehills
MLC Centre
19 Martin Place
Sydney, NSW 2000
Phone: (02) 9322 4409
Email: nsw.president@alla.asn.au

Karen Rowe-Nurse 

Vice President

University of Notre Dame Australia
104 Broadway  
NSW 2007
PO Box 944
Phone: (02) 8204 4360
Email: Karen.rowe-nurse@nd.edu.au

Janelle Moser 

Treasurer

Eleven Wentworth
Level 11, 180 Phillip Street
Sydney, NSW 2000
DX 377 SYDNEY
Phone:  (02) 8231 5004 or 0404 007 037
Email: nsw.treasurer@alla.asn.au

Trish Allard 

Events Program Coordinator

Edmund Barton Chambers
Level 44, MLC Centre 
Martin Place
Sydney, NSW 2000
Phone: (02) 9220 6100  
Email: tallard@ebc44.com

Philip Mullen

Continuing Professional Development

Middletons
Level 26, 52 Martin Place
Sydney,  NSW  2000
Phone: (02) 9513 2424
Email: philip.mullen@middletons.com

Lisa Allen

Publications Coordinator 

NSW Bar Association
Selborne Chambers
174 Phillip Street 
Sydney, NSW 2000
DX 1204 SYDNEY
Phone: (02) 9233 4025
Email: lallen@nswbar.asn.au

Vanessa Blackmore

General Committee Member

NSW Dept. of Attorney General  & Justice
Law Courts Building
Queens Square 
Sydney, NSW 2000
Email: Vanessa_blackmore@agd.nsw.gov.au

Linh Ly

Secretary

Middletons
Level 26, 52 Martin Place
Sydney, NSW 2000
Phone (02) 9513 2426
Email: nsw.secretary@alla.asn.au

Anne  Heritage

Website Coordinator 

Land & Environment Court Library
NSW Department of the Attorney General & 
Justice
Level 11, 225 Macquarie Street 
Sydney, NSW 2000
Phone: (02) 9113 8254
Email: anne_heritage@agd.nsw.gov.au

Contact us

ALLA (NSW) Committee Members

We welcome feedback or suggestions

Cindy Martin
President
nsw.president@alla.asn.au

Lisa Allen
Publications Coordinator

lallen@nswbar.asn.au


