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  Member Newsletter 
          August 2013 
 
 
A Message from the President 
 
Welcome to the last newsletter before our AGM for the NSW Division. Where has 2013 
gone? It has been a particularly busy year for ALLA NSW with plenty of interesting and 
informative offerings in our Continuing Professional Development Program, social 
highlights such as our French Wine Tasting and the COOP’s “Great Gatsby” trivia night. 
Our next social function will be the annual Christmas cocktail party and this year it will 
be held at the Deck Bar & Restaurant at Luna Park, a spectacular location. Keep the date 
free – Thursday 5 December. 
 
With the AGM on the horizon, it is time to thank two hardworking members of the 
Committee who will be standing down this year. Anne Heritage, who has held a variety 
of roles over the past nine years, the most recent being Communication officer (including 
being editor of this newsletter) and Linh Ly who been the ALLA NSW Secretary for the 
past three years. Both of them have made an enormous contribution to ALLA NSW and I 
am sure that you will join me in thanking them for their professionalism and dedication to 
law librarianship as a profession. 
 
If you are considering a professional development opportunity to enhance your career, 
then consider taking a role on the ALLA NSW Committee. It is a wonderful way of 
gaining skills experiences and creates the opportunity to work with colleagues from other 
sectors of law librarianship. There are many ways you can contribute. The notices for the 
AGM along with the various job descriptions have been sent out, so please consider 
joining the Committee. I would like to encourage those who are outside Sydney to 
consider joining the Committee and going virtual. As someone who has been on a 
national committee with much of the work being done via phone it is possible and is very 
rewarding. 
 
In late September, Sydney is host to the annual ALLA conference. The theme is 
Agitations and there is a marvellous array of speakers lined up as well as some 
innovations and shakeups to the programming. Join me at Agitations and at the Sydney 
Town Hall for some thought provoking papers, fabulous social events, and the 
opportunity to meet and network with your law library colleagues from New South Wales 
and interstate. 
 
Karen Rowe-Nurse 
NSW.president@alla.asn.au 
www.all.asn.au/state-divisions/sdnsw 
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Introducing the New ALLA NSW Blog! 
 
Have you taken a look at the new ALLA NSW blog? 
  
Weren't able to make it to a meeting? Our Social Media and Website Coordinator, Alex 
Cato, has developed a new ALLA NSW blog! The NSW Committee have started a blog 
to record our lunchtime seminars and after hours events. 
 
The blog is allansw.wordpress.com/. 
 
Please contact Alex Cato, Social Media and Website Coordinator, if you are interested in 
contributing a post to the blog. 
 
 
What’s been happening? 
 
Apps for the mobile Law Librarian: What to use, why to use it and how – 18 April 
2013 
 
Alex Cato from Ashurst was our brave 
guide through the jungle of mobile legal 
resources such as the online Constitution 
and Austlii. There was very much an 
emphasis on free resources, which was 
great as they can be used for personal 
use. She also took us through some 
useful productivity tools such as 
Evernote. This was especially useful as 
it made it apparent that tablets are not 
only useful research tools, but can also 
be used for mobile content creation. 
 
 

 

The seminar was engaging, enjoyable 
and above all, useful! It certainly made 
me desperately want to buy a tablet… I 
think I’ll be holding out until the new 
Google tablet hits our shores though.

 
 
Holger Aman 
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The future of authorized law reporting - 11 June 2013 
 
ALLA NSW and Sterling Group hosted a joint lunchtime seminar on the future of 
authorised law reporting presented by Justice Lindsay who believes that the concept of 
law reporting these days is not very flexible or strong. The rise in the electronic age has 
had an impact on this. There needs to be more than just an approval of judges: 

• authoritative selection by an acknowledge expert 
• value-added service eg. headnote 

 
According to Justice Lindsay there are five factors impacting on the law reporting: 

• There has been a shift in technology but we have not worked out a way of 
regulating it/content. 

• Economics of law reporting (invincible factor). Consumers want free to air and 
available to everyone. Publishers need to find a system to provide free to air but 
also fee-based.  

• Structural changes in the legal system 
• Courts want the authorised reports. Do not overlook the authority of authorised 

reports. 
• View the publishing as a whole and not as piecemeal. The lack of coordination 

between the commercial publishers has been affected the quality.  
 

Authorised reports are an important part of the development of our law and need to be 
nurtured. New forms of authorised reports could be incorporated in: 

• Case summary – link to free to air. AustLII believes users should have access to 
the authorised version as quickly as possible 

• Adoption of a new form of textbook – books on particular topics (such as 
published in the US) 

• Quality newspaper reports (eg Times Law Reports) 
 
Justice Lindsay concluded that we need to come up with a good business model to 
address the issue. 
 
Linh Ly 
 
 
Web accessibility is just good usability –18th June 2013 
 
Thanks to the fantastic lunchtime seminar delivered by Darren Fittler of Gilbert + Tobin 
and Amajjika Kumara from AccessIQ members from ALLA NSW learnt both the 
importance of accessibility and the effect of poor website development and design on 
disabled individuals. 
 
It is important for librarians, web administrators, designers and anyone responsible for a 
website or intranet to consider the accessibility of their online domains. To add further 
incentive to this social and corporate responsibility the federal government has passed 
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laws to require that websites must receive a level AA+ accessibility rating. This 
legislation is expected to commence late this this year. 
 
There are a number of free and paid resources available on the AccessIQ website to assist 
in ensuring that your website meets these standards. 
 
The AccessIQ website is http://www.accessiq.org/ 
 
Alex Cato 
 
 
Privacy Discussion - 24th July 2013 
 
NSW ALLA had another full house at the privacy discussion by CCH’s Anne Wardell. 
Big thanks to Warwick Johns for providing the room. 
 
From March 2014 extensive amendments will dramatically change the existing Privacy 
Act. The reforms are primarily aimed at credit reporting agencies and direct marketing 
companies. 
 Under Part 3B the credit reporting agencies will be required to develop a privacy code. 
Industries and organisations will also be able to develop individual privacy codes. A new 
Office of the Australian Information Commissioner will be established will have 
extensive new powers to apply to the courts for undertakings and fines for breaches of the 
Act 
 
Read more about the July Privacy Discussion and Anne Wardell’s paper on our new 
ALLANSW blog….. 
 
Phil Mullen 
 
 
A NSW ALLA Outreach - 6th August, 2013  
 
NSW ALLA was asked by the Notre Dame Law Student Association to attend an 
alternate career morning at Notre Dame University. At the alternate career morning 
students discussed different legal career paths for matriculating law students; clever idea 
considering the state of the legal market. Also attending the morning were a number of 
marketing organizations, accountancy practices, NSW Court representatives and 
Universities promoting further studies.  
 
I spent the morning answering a number 
of confused and well meaning questions  
from law students. They asked an array 
of questions, some of the more 
interesting  
included: 

• So tell me, law firms have 
librarians? 

• So tell me, what do you do? 
• How many law firm libraries are 

in Sydney? 
• There are law librarians? 
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• Law firms have libraries? 
In the end we all had fun and learned 
something about law firms and career  
possibilities.  
 

 
 
Hopefully we will be invited back next year. 
 
Phil Mullen 
 
 
Relevance and value: who is going to believe you? - 8th August 2013 
 
 

 
 
On Thursday 8 August 2013, Robert 
McEntyre of Robert McEntyre & 
Associates Pty Ltd delivered a 
presentation to the ALLA NSW on 
ensuring the relevance and value of your 

library. Asking the question ‘who is 
going to believe you?’ Robert discussed 
the current economic and business 
environment in which law library’s 
operating as well as the key stakeholders 
within the library sphere and the 
importance of stakeholder engagement. 

 
In March 2013, Robert undertook a survey of the library and information science sectors 
seeking professionals perception of the industry over the next 5 years. With 152 
respondents from Australia, New Zealand, the United States, Canada, the United 
Kingdom, Ireland, Scandinavia and Europe the survey asked three questions: 
 

• What are the known or assumed major influences on both the success and 
sustainability of your library or information service? 
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• What services and facilities will be new, different and/or innovative that will 
benefit the users of your Library or information service? 

 
• What will be new, different and/or innovative in the management and operational 

practices of your Library or Information Service?  More on the ALLANSW blog  
…. 

 
Alex Cato 
 
 
What ’s coming up - social and 

professional development events… 
 
Annual General Meeting! 
 
The Seventh Annual General Meeting of ALLA (NSW Division) Inc will take place on 
Thursday 22 August 2013, 12:30pm. 
 
Where: NSW Bar Association, Lower Ground Floor Level 
174 Phillip Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
 
RSVP to Holger Aman by 20 August 2013 
 
Always consult the NSW ALLA Calendar for events organised for 2012-2013. 
 
 
2013 ALLA Conference Update…. 
 
23-25 September 2013 
ALLA Agitations: be audacious, empowered, inspiring... 
 
The 2013 ALLA Conference is to be held in Sydney at the iconic Sydney Town Hall 
from Monday 23rd September - Wednesday 25th September 2013. The conference dinner 
will be held at Wildfire located in the Overseas Passenger Terminal at Circular Quay.  
 
We look forward to seeing you in Sydney in September for. 
  
Karen Rowe-Nurse 
Convener, 2013 ALLA Conference Committee 
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CONTACT US …. 
 
Karen Row-Nurse 
President 
University of Notre Dame Australia 
Phone: (02) 8204 4360 
Email: nsw.president@alla.asn.au 
 
Philip Mullen 
Continuing Professional Development 
K&L Gates 
Phone: (02) 9513 2424 
Email: philip.mullen@klgates.com 
 
Janelle Moser 
Treasurer 
Eleven Wentworth 
Phone: (02) 8231 5004 or 0404 007 037 
Email: nsw.treasurer@alla.asn.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Linh Ly  
Secretary 
K&L Gates 
Phone: (02) 9513 2426 
 Email: nsw.secretary@alla.asn.au 
 
 
Anne Heritage 
Publications Coordinator 
NSW Dept of Attorney General & 
Justice 
Email: anne_heritage@agd.nsw.gov.au 
 
Holger Aman 
Events Program Coordinator 
NSW Dept. of Attorney General & 
Justice 
Email: holger_aman@agd.nsw.gov.au 
 
Alex Cato 
Ashurst Australia 
Phone: (02) 9258 5898 
Email:alexandra.cato@ashurst.com

 
 


