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Member Newsletter

LIAC and the State Library of NSW

On the 24th May 2012, legions of librarians descended on the newly renovated State Library to be informed about the Legal Information 
Access Centre and to tour the new spaces in the library.  More information on page 2.

NSW ALLA CPD

For those who like to mark time, the month 
of June is a significant point in time in any 
year. June is the special mid mark of the year, 
host to end of financial year and for ALLA, 
the 3 month count down mark until the 
annual conference.

In our first newsletter this year, I spoke 
about the start of the year being a good 
time to set goals. Some of the goals we may 
have set were likely related to professional 
development. What better opportunity 
than to attend a conference to learn about 
something related to your goals.

Conferences can be great opportunities 
to gather knowledge, be inspired by 
impressive thinking, dream bigger and 
of course the wonderful opportunities 
to meet other professionals. ALLA http://
alla2012.com.au/ and ALIA http://www.
alia.org.au/conferences/2012.html both 

have conferences coming up later this year 
and are shaping up with full programs 
and interesting speakers. The Queensland 
ALLA division are hosting an array of legal 
and technological experts. Also in the mix 
are librarian’s working with international 
projects and information professionals at 
the forefront of shaping the future of library 
information programs.

ALIA’s speakers look equally engrossing, 
including award winning writers such as 
the former police officer who became an 
information professional. The themes of 
ALIA have a strong focus on looking to the 
future, supporting change in technology 
and the way we connect in a technological 
environment.

I would like to wish those people well 
who have submitted abstracts for these 
conferences, and hope to be learning 

from the knowledge and experiences to 
be shared. If attending a conference this 
year was part of your goal set, I hope you 
can find a way to build your learning into 
innovation for your library and define where 
it is heading.

Cindy Martin

A message from the president
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On the 24th May 2012, legions of librarians descended on the newly renovated State Library to be informed about the Legal Information 
Access Centre and to tour the new spaces in the library.

The LIAC librarians described the information framework that they use in their work with the library’s clients. This is best described in the table 
below: 

We were also shown the new website, http://www.legalanswers.sl.nsw.gov.au/ where this framework is practically applied. Information is 
grouped into twelve major subject headings based on need and resources such as the Hot Topics series are available. 

Online legal information about Centrelink decisions, family law, renting a house, domestic violence and many more legal issues are available in 
various community languages. 

There is information specifically aimed at the Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander  communities which was developed with the help of the 
Aboriginal Legal Access Program, Community Legal Centres NSW. 

HSC students are also catered for with resources related to the curriculum readily available.

Lisa Allen

LIAC and the State Library of NSWNSW ALLA CPD
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What’s coming up: professional development events

Legal Research Series 

Venue : Notre Dame University Sydney, St Benedict’s 
Library

Thursday 14th June 2012, 1.30pm - 5.00pm
Australian Law and Legal System 

Presented by Kylie Coventry, Training Officer, Public Interest 
Advocacy Centre.

Thursday 12th July 2012, 2.30pm - 5.00pm 
Taking the mystery out of case law research 

Presented by Melanie Elron, Federal Court Library and Phil Mullen, 
Middletons

Thursday 16th August 2012, 2.30pm - 5.00pm 
Getting your Act together: Australian legislation research 

Presented by Ben Laing and Helen Cluff, Freehills

Thursday 6th September 2012, 2.30pm - 5.00pm
Part 1 - Beyond Google, reliable resources 

Presented by Karen Rowe-Nurse, University of Notre Dame
Part 2 – Panel - Working & Thriving in a law library 

20x20 Event

Date and time TBA
Shamelessly ripped off from the recent successful ALIA event where 
each presenter speaks to 20 slides that are displayed for 20 seconds 
each.
Venue to be confirmed and speakers to be coerced

Uni Co-op Bookshop Trivia night 

Thursday 2nd August, 2012, 5.30pm til late 
Venue: University Co-operative Bookshop, 
Shop 2, 153 Phillip Street, Sydney NSW 2000

Social Media Roundtable, 7 April at King & Wood MallesonsNSW ALLA CPD

The NSW Committee held a sold out CPD 
on the use of social media in the legal 
environment.

Our presenters were:

» Chris Taylor and Erik Ferrari from CCH who 
discussed the influence of Social Media 
on legal publishing and how CCH is using 
Twitter and LinkedIn to improve and develop 
relations with clients.

» Tom Heaton from ThomsonReuters (TR) 
discussed how TR is using Blogs to distribute 
information to clients. Tom runs the Online 
Insider Blog. If you are looking for a nice way 
learn about developments at TR you should 
subscribe to the Blogs RSS feed.

» Laxmi Kara also from TR discussed how they 
were using Facebook to contact students and 
users.

» Then we had our own Sara Renwick from 
Gadens talking about how she was using 
Twitter to send out client updates and other 
legal news.

The CPD was a round table with questions 
from the floor. Some of the more important 
points raised were:

» Social media will have a big impact on 
current awareness services.

» We will engage with publishers and writers 
through Twitter and Blogs.

» Social media is important for developing 
your own personal brand.

» The jury is still out on how social media 
benefits business.

» Social media can be used to improve your 
profile around your organisation?

Philip Mullen

Private law library tweeting

See this blog post from 3 Geeks and a Law:

Bryan Cave’s Law Library: Tweeting
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New member profile

Position:  Information Specialist

Place of Employment: Clayton Utz  

Could you give us a brief overview 
of your career history, including your 
present position? 

I have worked in all types of libraries, 
including Parliamentary, Universities, 
managing public libraries and 10 years as 
a tax researcher for a barrister & training 
company. I previously worked for Clayton Utz 
in the Melbourne library and have recently 
re-joined the firm in the Sydney library. My 
role consists of reference & research, training 
and current awareness.

Why did you decide to join ALLA?

Professional development & to meet people 
– I’m new to the library industry in Sydney, 
having spent most of my professional life in 
Melbourne.

How do you stay up-to-date with ideas 
and trends?

Mainly via reading blogs & e-lists. This is 
supplemented by reading professional 
journals & publisher updates. And discussions 
with colleagues of course!

What is your greatest discovery?

The treasure trove of information available on 
the ATO legal database – I tell everyone I can 
about it. Though I understand it’s probably 
not that exciting to non-tax people.

What person, living or dead, do you 
most admire?

Pam Ahearn, the founder of Edgars Mission – 
a farm animal sanctuary in Victoria.

What are you currently reading? 

I read mostly young adult fiction. At the 
moment I’m catching up on the Harry Potter 
series –  I was a late starter, but I’m really 
enjoying it.

What is your favourite film?

It’s one from my childhood that still holds 
number one position – Willy Wonka & the 
Chocolate Factory

What is your favourite app?

I don’t use many apps on my i-Phone. I guess 
I’d have to say Maps or Google – I use both 
every day.

What is your earliest memory? 

Running across the road when I was 2 to visit 
my neighbour & best friend. I was born in a 
country town, so it wasn’t as dangerous as it 
sounds.

What is your most disturbing personal 
obsession?

At the moment I’d have to say my sewing 
machine. I took lessons a couple of years ago 
but have never managed to fulfil my goal 
of making my own clothes. It just sits in the 
corner getting dusty & making me feel guilty.

Your last meal would be…

Something based on chickpeas – they’re 
amazing little things.

Rachel Ritchie

Librarians in the media 

Kevin Morgan has interestingly blended his expertise as a librarian and historian to write 
about a Victorian case from the 1920s known as Gun Alley. 

Morgan’s follow up release, details the life more closely behind the detective involved in 
the investigation of the Gun Alley case. 

See more about the story at http://tiny.cc/udwcfw

Cindy Martin

Bits and bytes
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Cindy Martin

State President 

Freehills
MLC Centre
19 Martin Place
Sydney, NSW 2000
Phone: (02) 9322 4409
Email: nsw.president@alla.asn.au

Karen Rowe-Nurse 

Vice President

University of Notre Dame Australia
104 Broadway  
NSW 2007
PO Box 944
Phone: (02) 8204 4360
Email: Karen.rowe-nurse@nd.edu.au

Janelle Moser 

Treasurer

Eleven Wentworth
Level 11, 180 Phillip Street
Sydney, NSW 2000
DX 377 SYDNEY
Phone:  (02) 8231 5004 or 0404 007 037
Email: nsw.treasurer@alla.asn.au

Trish Allard 

Events Program Coordinator

Edmund Barton Chambers
Level 44, MLC Centre 
Martin Place
Sydney, NSW 2000
Phone: (02) 9220 6100  
Email: tallard@ebc44.com

Philip Mullen

Continuing Professional Development

Middletons
Level 26, 52 Martin Place
Sydney,  NSW  2000
Phone: (02) 9513 2424
Email: philip.mullen@middletons.com

Lisa Allen

Publications Coordinator 

NSW Bar Association
Selborne Chambers
174 Phillip Street 
Sydney, NSW 2000
DX 1204 SYDNEY
Phone: (02) 9233 4025
Email: lallen@nswbar.asn.au

Vanessa Blackmore

General Committee Member

NSW Dept. of Attorney General  & Justice
Law Courts Building
Queens Square 
Sydney, NSW 2000
Email: Vanessa_blackmore@agd.nsw.gov.au

Linh Ly

Secretary

Middletons
Level 26, 52 Martin Place
Sydney, NSW 2000
Phone (02) 9513 2426
Email: nsw.secretary@alla.asn.au

Anne  Heritage

Website Coordinator 

Land & Environment Court Library
NSW Department of the Attorney General & 
Justice
Level 11, 225 Macquarie Street 
Sydney, NSW 2000
Phone: (02) 9113 8254
Email: anne_heritage@agd.nsw.gov.au

Contact us

ALLA (NSW) Committee Members

We welcome feedback or suggestions

Cindy Martin
President
nsw.president@alla.asn.au

Lisa Allen
Publications Coordinator

lallen@nswbar.asn.au


