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President’s Welcome
Welcome to the final ALLA NSW newsletter of 
2012. As the year begins to wind up, I wish all 
our members a warm and happy end to the 
year. Please do not forget to keep Tuesday 18th 
December open for our Christmas party. This 
year it will be held at the Pavilion in the Park. 
Further details will be posted via the email list. 

It has been a very successful year for ALLA 
NSW and this was due to the hardworking 
Committee of the past couple of years. It takes 
time and energy to create a good CPD program 
and the Committee works very hard to look at 
issues that are of interest to our profession. The 
Committee welcomes ideas and contributions 
from our members – we want to be relevant 
and informative. I would ask you all to consider 
presenting at one of our CPD events. We 
introduced the successful 10 x10 talk format (10 
slides and a 10 minute talk) this year and it is a 
great introduction to public speaking. 

November 2012
MEMBER NEWSLETTER

In 2013 there will be two conference of interest 
to law librarians. The Joint Study Institute will 
be held at the University of Melbourne on 
10-13 February and on the 4-6 September 
Sydney will be hosting the national ALLA 
Conference.  These are great opportunities for 
law librarians to get together to discuss and 
learn about some of the issues affecting our 
profession.  I look forward to seeing many of 
you there. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or the 
Committee if there is any way we can help.

Kind regards

Karen Rowe-Nurse

NSW.president@alla.asn.au
www.all.asn.au/state-divisions/sdnsw
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ALLA Trivia Night Fun

WhAT’S BEEN hAppENiNg

A fun time was had by all at the Coop Bookshop 
organised ALLA Trivia Night in August. The 
Green Theme produced some very creative and 
novel tablescapes.  

    

September 18 saw a very interesting 
presentation and discussion on the future of 
e-books in law libraries. This discussion was 
very well attended and graciously hosted by 
Cindy Martin, Freehills. The speakers were 
Chris Holt, one of the founders of Federation 
Press, Michael Gonzales, the Digital Discovery 
and Services Coordinator, University of Western 
Sydney (UWS) and David Sinfield, the Law 
Librarian, UWS.

The presenters made a number of pertinent 
points, emphasising the importance of 
measured consideration for the future of 
e-books, especially in terms of fair licensing 
arrangements (both from the vendor and library 
point of view), usage patterns, the effect the 
format can have on funding for authors and the 
way users consume information. There was 
also discussion on the ways in which e-books 
can open up space to people friendly spaces, 
but are not necessarily cheaper than their print 
equivalent, after the hidden costs such as IT 
support are considered.

All in all, it was a very interesting debate about 
the future of legal publishing and I think we all 
learnt a lot.

Hope to see you at the next event,

holger Aman.

ALLA E-Book Event
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A Five by Ten Event

WhAT’S BEEN hAppENiNg

The evening of the 20th of November saw 
Gilbert + Tobin graciously host the monthly 
ALLA NSW professional development event.

It was a fairly intimate event, during which five 
very different professionals gave presentations 
on various topics of interest to law librarians.

Kaylene Wardell from the University of  
Southern Queensland discussed the 
complexities of teaching legal research to a 
student body comprised of both online and  
face-to-face students.

Marisa Bendeich from Ashurst and the 
immediate Past President of ALLA Australia, 
enlightened us as to how the national 
membership model will be implemented.  
Marisa answered the many questions that  
we had regarding the model.

Belinda Cusack from LexisNexis gave a 
rundown of how LexisNexis were trialing a 
social business tool called Yammer to connect 
and collaborate with their major customers.

holger Aman from the LawCourts NSW 
elaborated on the uses, coverage and potential 
of Caselaw NSW.

David Sinfield from the University of Western 
Sydney showed us why seeing red is a good 
thing… Because it means a roving librarian is 
close! David gave us a sneak peak into the way 
in which this service works across the diverse 
campuses of UWS.

The combination of such stellar professional 
development and Gilbert + Tobin’s hospitality 
and beautiful views made the evening one to be 
remembered by all who made it. Special thanks 
go to Tracey Vitnell from Gilbert + Tobin for 
hosting us.

I hope to see you all at our Christmas party on 
the 18th of December.

holger Aman,

ALLA NSW Events Co-ordinator.
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New Member Profile

NEW MEMBERS

1. position 
Reference Librarian.
2. place of  Employment
Crown Solicitor’s Office, NSW DAGJ.
3. Could you give us a brief overview of 
your career history, including your present 
position?
After a stint in the superannuation and finance 
industries,I completed my degree in Information 
Management at UTS, Sydney and stepped into 
the world of law librarianship. I am currently 
working as a reference librarian at the NSW 
Crown Solicitor’s Office Library.
4. Why did you decide to join ALLA?
I joined ALLA to learn more about the industry 
and to exchange ideas with other information 
professionals. The ALLA blog, journals and 
professional development events are great 
ways to stay in touch with current news and 
developments.
5. how do you stay up-to-date with ideas and 
trends?
Social media tools like twitter and blogs are 
great ways to keep up with new ideas and 
trends. I also subscribe to various online 
journals and newsletters which help to keep 
me posted on industry and technological 
developments globally.

Evon Tseng

6. What is your favourite occupation?
My favourite occupation would be one involving 
food and travel. Food writers and research chefs 
have the luxury to see the world and sample its 
culinary delights (and get paid doing it)!
7. What person, living or dead, do you most 
admire?
Each and every one of our armed service 
men and women. I cannot imagine having the 
courage to do what they do.
8. What are you currently reading?
A Clash of Kings, the second book in George R. 
R. Martin’s ‘A Song of Ice and Fire’ series. The 
reader is taken to a fantastic world of sorcery, 
dragons, and battles.
9. What is your favourite film?
The best movie I have watched in recent 
years would have to be Inception. This was a 
thoroughly stimulating movie about perceptions 
of reality, with a great twist at the end.
10. What is your earliest memory?
Jumping off a flight of stairs when I was about 4 
years old because I thought I could fly. I ended 
up with a broken arm. Hard lesson learnt. 
11. What is your most disturbing personal 
obsession?
One of my most annoying personal obsessions 
is the need to look at all options available on 
a restaurant menu, even though I know what I 
feel like before going in.
12. Your last meal would be… 
Anything cooked by Jamie Oliver or Maggie 
Beer. 
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New Member Profile

NEW MEMBERS

1. position  
Accounts & Events Coordinator. 
2. place of Employment   
The Co-op Bookshop Sydney CBD – Legal and 
Professional. 
3. Could you give us a brief overview of 
your career history, including your present 
position?  
Studied Accounting & Finance at the ANU in 
Canberra. Worked in accounting for three years 
in Canberra and Sydney before deciding I 
wanted to do something more people orientated. 
4. Why did you decide to join ALLA?  
To be a more proactive participant in the law 
libraries community being the majority of 
accounts held at the CBD branch. 
5. how do you stay up-to-date with ideas and 
trends? 
If this is in terms of law material then it is 
through constant contact with publishers and 
looking at what our customers are purchasing.

Jonathan Dennaoui

6. What is your favourite occupation?  
Bar Tending. 
7. What person, living or dead, do you most 
admire? 
Barack Obama, I have watched many 
interviews and I really enjoy his opinions and 
how he carries himself. 
8. What are you currently reading?  
Overworked & Underlaid by Nigel Marsh. 
9. What is your favourite film?  
Into the Wild. 
10. What is your earliest memory?  
One of is being taught card games with my 
Grandfather. 
11. What is your most disturbing personal 
obsession?  
Cleaning. 
12. Your last meal would be…  
Slow braised lamb shanks with sweet potato 
mash and a red wine jus. 
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The Tale of the Bear

WE hAVE A SpECiAL NEW MEMBER

At the ALLA(NSW)  Annual General Meeting, 
Carolyn Kearney, who has recently retired from 
the ALRC library generously donated a barrister 
bear to the Association. 

While the Committee considers a permanent 
home for the bear, he has been offered a 
temporary protection visa by the Bar Association 
library where he is charming all comers. Well, 
except for those who likened him to ‘an angry 
racoon’. 

THANKS Carolyn
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Karen Rowe-Nurse Linh Li  

Janelle Moser holger Aman 

iNTRoDuCiNg ouR 2012/2013 NSW 
CoMMiTTEE ….

Karen.rowe-nurse@nd.edu.au
I have been working in law libraries for over 
twenty years with a brief foray into health 
librarianship at the Institute of Psychiatry.   
My current position is as the Law & Business 
librarian at the University of Notre Dame 
Australia where I also work as a sessional 
lecturer in the university’s Tertiary Enabling 
Program and in the Law School.

nsw.secretary@alla.asn.au
My background is mainly in special libraries. 
I currently work at Middletons as a Research 
Advisor and delivering training initiatives. I have 
been on the ALLA NSW Committee for the past 4 
years. The experience has been valuable to me 
not only professionally but as well as personally. 
The organized ALLA events are a fantastic 
networking opportunity to share ideas with 
colleagues from various industry backgrounds.

nsw.treasurer@alla.asn.au
Working as a Solo Librarian for 16 years for 
Eleven Wentworth Limited – which is a Floor of 
Sole Practitioner Barristers. Prior to that worked 
at Clayton Utz, Baker & McKenzie and Camden 
Public Library. Started out working in Public 
Libraries, but have been in the field of law 
libraries for 28 years. Graduated in Librarianship 
in 2007 and remarried in 2010. 2 daughters, 2 
cats, 2 dogs and several hobbies including two 
white four door Cadillac Convertibles just right 
for hot, lazy day Summer driving, keep me busy. 

holger_aman@agd.nsw.gov.au
Holger is about to celebrate the completion 
of his first year as a law librarian, at the 
Law Courts Library. As the Reference or 
“Baby Librarian”, he is allowed to indulge his 
professional passion for research, reference 
and information literacy education. He is also 
enjoying coming to grips with the completely 
new area of legal research! His personal 
passions include fencing, rock climbing, 
motorcycling, music and of course reading. 
Recently from Brisbane, he is thoroughly 
enjoying exploring Sydney.

State president Secretary

Treasurer Events program Coordinator
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philip Mullen Debbie Bennett 

Anne heritage 

patrick o’Mara 

iNTRoDuCiNg ouR 2012/2013 NSW 
CoMMiTTEE ….

philip.mullen@middletons.com
I have enjoyed working in a number of different 
Libraries (photographic, State, newspaper, 
barristers). I have particularly enjoyed working in 
Law Libraries which probably explains why I am 
still here (despite feeling as though I should be 
up for the Steve Bradbury award). In Sydney he 
manages the Sydney Library and staff to ensure  
we deliver the best possible library service for the  
Middletons lawyers. My day to day duties include  
Legal Research, Training and Collection 
management.

debbie_bennett@agd.nsw.gov.au
Debbie has worked in libraries for over 20 years 
and has been a law librarian for the last 12 years, 
working as a research and reference librarian in 
various court and tribunal libraries. Currently the 
Manager of the Law Courts Library and manages 
a service providing research, reference and 
training to the judiciary and the legal profession.  
This library is unique in that it supplies a service 
to both state and federal courts. Interests include 
yoga, reading (both high brow literature and 
the odd trashy novel) and travelling.  She is 
completely at peace lying on a beach, preferably 
in Cape Tribulation or a tropical island!

anne_heritage@agd.nsw.gov.au
Variety is the spice of life and so the variety 
of libraries that I have worked in over the 
years has added that spice – State Library, 
NSW Conservatorium of Music, public, TAFE, 
government and commercial. I started working 
in law libraries 12 years ago and am currently 
working as a Court Reference Librarian at 
the Land & Environment Court for the AG&J 
Department. Participating in ALLA at a committee 
level has been rewarding professionally with 
added bonus of developing new friendships 
over the years. Relaxation comes in many forms 
including choral singing, gardening, hiking and 
relaxing with a book on a beach.

patrick.omara@sydney.edu.au
Patrick is a Faculty Liaison Librarian supporting 
the teaching, learning and research needs of 
staff and students of the Faculty of Law at the 
University of Sydney. He also supports students 
in the Legal Profession Admission Board 
program. He is a previous Vice-President of 
ALLA (NSW Division).

Continuing professional Development Website Coordinator

publications Coordinator

general Committee Member
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18 December 2012 19 December 2012

Karen Rowe-Nurse philip Mullen

Janelle Moser

Linh Ly Anne heritage

holger Aman

Debbie Bennett

WhAT’S CoMiNg up - SoCiAL AND  
pRoFESSioNAL DEVELopMENT EVENTS…

CoNTACT uS

ALLA (NSW) Christmas Cocktail party

When:   6:00pm – 9:00pm

Where: The Pavilion, 
             1 Art Gallery Road,
             The Domain, Sydney NSW 2000
Cost:    $45.00
             $60.00 (non-members)
RVSp:   Holger Aman
    holger_aman@agd.nsw.gov.au 

Linex Legal

When:    4:00pm – 5:00pm
Where:   Law Courts Library
      L15, Supreme Court Bldg
     Queens Square, Sydney NSW 2000 

University of Notre Dame Australia
phone: (02) 8204 4360
Email: nsw.president@alla.asn.au

Middletons
phone: (02) 9513 2424
Email: philip.mullen@middletons.com

Eleven Wentworth
phone: (02) 8231 5004 or 0404 007 037
Email: nsw.treasurer@alla.asn.au

Middletons
phone: (02) 9513 2426
Email: nsw.secretary@alla.asn.au

Land & Environment Court Library
NSW Dept of Attorney General & Justice
Email: anne_heritage@agd.nsw.gov.au

NSW Dept. of Attorney General & Justice
Email: holger_aman@agd.nsw.gov.au

NSW Dept. of Attorney General & Justice
Email: debbie_bennett@agd.nsw.gov.au 

president Continuing professional Development

Treasurer

Secretary publications Coordinator

Events program Coordinator

Law Courts Library Manager


